










WG – We Graminoid Tundra.  Poorly 
drained tundra with sedges or grasses, with 
few shrubs or mosses.

WGM – Wet Graminoid Tundra.  With 10%-
50% moist inclusions, often on low-
centered polygons or strangmoor.

MSW – Moist Sedge-Willow Tundra.   With 
10%-50% moist inclusions, often on low-
centered polygons or strangmoor.

MS – Moist Sedge-Willow Tundra.   Moist 
tundra with sedges, mosses and willows.

MSD – Moist Sedge-Dryas Tundra.   Moist 
tundra with sedges, mosses, and Dryas. 
Sedge hummocks and frost scars give 
hummocky appearance.

TT – Moist Sedge-Tussock Tundra.  Moist 
tundra dominated by cottongrass tussocks 
with understory of dwarf shrubs and 
mosses.

STT – Moist Shrub-Tussock Tundra and 
Water-track Shrub Tundra.  Tussock tundra 
dominated by erect willow and birch, or 
shrubby drainage complexes in foothills.

ST – Moist Low Shrub Tundra.  Upland slopes 
with erect willow and birch.

SP – Moist Shrub Tundra on high-centered 
polygons.  Shrubby polygonized tundra with 
herbaceous types in polygon troughs.

AT – Dryas-Graminoid Alpine Tundra.  Moist 
to dry alpine tundra with dwarf shrubs, 
graminoids, forbs, lichens, and bare ground.

RS – Riparian Shrub.  Well-drained river 
terraces with low or tall willows.

DT – Dryas River Terrace.  Well-drained river 
terraces with Dryas mat, other dwarf shrubs, 
forbs and lichens.

PV – Partially Vegetated.  10%-
15% vegetated.

BA – Barren.  <10% vegetated.

IC – Ice.  Ice and snow.

WA – Water.

SH – Shadow.
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